Culture/Daily Life Certamen Lower Level
1.  Welcome to the Lower Level Culture Daily Life Round!  The Roman patronage system involved many formalities and rules.  One of these rules was how a senator could derive his wealth from property and not trade.  Equites, however, could trade and also could become governor of this one province.  What province was it?

EGYPT
B1
What class included small businessmen or craftsmen?
PLEBIANS

B2
Vespasian had a nickname for the plebs, “plebicula,” what does this mean?

LITTLE PLEBS
2.  Some foreign cults were expelled from Rome such as the Dionysian Cult.  But, which cult from the east found much support in Rome?
MITHRAS
B1
Where was this religion from?
PERSIA

B2
How was Mithras usually depicted?
SLAYINGA BULL
3.  Time was measured by way of a sundial for Romans.  What was the Latin word for a sundial?
 SOLARIUM

B1
Where was the Horologium Augusti?
CAMPUS MARTIUS

B2
What was used as the pointer of the Horologium Augusti in the Campus Martius?
An Egyptian OBELISK

4.  Romans had a specific way of marking their bricks.  This included the year and information pertaining to that year.  How did the Romans usually date and remember their years?

BY THE NAMES OF THE CONSULS

B1
How many months were in the original agricultural calendar of Romulus?    10

B2
What was the first month in the original 10-month Roman calendar year?
MARCH

5.  What custom was first introduced into life at Rome in 264 BC and was originally used to celebrate a funeral?                GLADIATORIAL GAMES

B1
Name three basic types of gladiators.             any 3 of the following:

                             MYRMILLO, SAMNITE, RETIARIUS, THRACIAN, ANDABATA


B2
In what year was the construction of the Flavian Amphitheater completed?
      80
6.  Horoscopes were regarded as important to the Romans, even though officially it was disapproved of.  What was a serious offense pertaining to horoscopes?
TO ASK ABOUT THE EMPERORS HOROSCOPE
B1
What did astrologers claim events in a person’s life were controlled by?
STARS
B2
Studying the positions of stars and planets made what possible?
PREDICTING THE FUTURE
7.  When a freedman died, the ex-master would generally create a tombstone for them.  D.M. would be at the top.  What does this stand for?

DIS MANIBUS or TO THE SPIRITS OF THE DEPARTED
B1
What does an F stand for on a tombstone?
FILIUS
B2
What does the term “bene merenti” mean?
WELL DESERVING, DESERVING KINDNESS
8.  Ludi Romani began in the days of the kings. What were the names of the original teams?
WHITES, REDS, BLUES, and GREENS
B1
What was a mappa?
NAPKIN DROPPED TO START A RACE
B2
What was the name of the central platform running down the middle of the track?
SPINA
9.   The Senate did not only meet in the Curia.  On some occasions they would convene in a temple.  Which temple in Rome served as the Roman Treasury?
TEMPLE OF SATURN
B1
What month is Saturnalia celebrated in?

DECEMBER
B2
When is Vestalia?
JUNE
10.  Wealthy Romans spent a leisurely afternoon at the baths and had a relatively early dinner.  What part of a Roman's dinner was the "antecena"?
 APPETIZER

B1
What part of dinner did the Romans call secunda mensa?           DESSERT

B2
What Latin expression similar to our expression "from soup to nuts" did the Romans use to describe a complete meal?         AB OVO USQUE AD MALA

11.  What term is used to identify the first five emperors of Rome?
JULIO-CLAUDIANS

B1
Who was the last Julio-Claudian emperor?                            NERO

B2
Name the three men who were the Flavian emperors.  VESPASIAN, TITUS, DOMITIAN

12.  What sea laps Italy's east coast?
ADRIATIC SEA

B1
In which direction from Rome would one have traveled to get to Carthage?

      
                                                          SOUTHeast

B2
What continent is home to the Atlas mountains?                    AFRICA

13.  Which one of the following items of dress was NOT common to both Roman

    men and women: tunicae, soleae, pallae, or calcei?                PALLAE

B1
What item of dress was a petasus?                            a man's HAT

B2
When would a woman wear a flammeum?                       at her WEDDING

14.  What was the ostium of a Roman house?
ENTRANCE
B1
What is the Latin word for doorkeeper?

JANITOR
B2
What was the name of the main sewer in Rome?
CLOACA MAXIMA
15.  On what exact date did Pliny the Younger write his account of the terrible eruption of Vesuvius?
AUGUST 24, 79 AD
B1
How many hours was the Roman day divided?

12
B2
What was the port city of Rome?

OSTIA
