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LOWER HISTORY

Toss Up #1:  This Etruscan served as commander of the praetorian guard, but 

was then killed because the emperor Tiberius began to see that he was taking too 

much control during the emperor’s extended absence from Rome.  


     Lucius Aelius SEJANUS
Bonus #1: What island, home to the famous “Blue Grotto”, did Tiberius call 

home during his self-imposed exile from Rome?



          CAPRI
Bonus #2: Name the future praetorian commander who killed Sejanus on 

orders from Tiberius.







        MACRO

Toss Up #2:  Caesar Augustus was appointed to this position in 12 BC, which 

meant that he, like his father before him, could control the calendar.  Even 

today, the Pope still includes this, meaning “Chief Priest”, in his title  










        PONTIFEX MAXIMUS

Bonus #1: The wife of the Pontifex Maximus had duties as well.  One of them 
was to host a gathering of the Roman matriarchs for the festival of the Bona Dea 
at the residence of the Pontifex Maximus.  What was the name of this “royal” 
residence?               







           REGIA
Bonus #2: When Julius Caesar was Pontifex Maximus, a huge scandal erupted 
at the Bona Dea rites held by his then wife Pompeia when a prominent politician 

snuck in dressed in as a woman.  Who was this man?               Publius CLODIUS Pulcher
Toss Up #3:  This person was put in power by his father Orestes when just 

twelve or thirteen years old.  It is incredibly ironic that he shares a name 

with Rome’s first king and first emperor, since he was Rome’s last emperor 

of the west. 






ROMULUS AUGUSTULUS
Bonus #1: In what year did Romulus Augustulus abdicate the throne?
         476 A.D. 
Bonus #2: What German general and the senator is said to have taken over 

control after Romulus’ abdication?





    ODOACER

Toss Up #4:  When questioned about his newly instituted urine tax, he responded 

with the famous words “money does not smell”.  He came to power after 

the Year of the Four Emperors, began the second dynasty of emperors, and 

started construction on the Colosseum.

        Titus Flavius VESPASIAN(US)

Bonus #1:  What year was the famed Year of the Four Emperors? 

           69 A.D.

Bonus #2:  Vespasian was the fourth, name the other three (in any order).








          GALBA, OTHO, VITELLIUS

Toss Up #5: He became king by the measures of his mother Tanaquil and 

legend says he was originally a slave.  Name this sixth Roman king and 

second Etruscan to hold that position.



 SERVIUS TULLIUS
Bonuses #1 and #2: Name the two other Etruscan kings. 

         TARQUINIUS PRISCUS AND TARQUINIUS SUPERBUS

THE SCORE AFTER 5 TOSS UP QUESTIONS IS….
Toss Up #6:  Some people write autobiographies and others inscribe onto 

giant plaques posted around the known world a summary of all of their 

“things accomplished”.  What is the Latin name given to this ambitious 

list written by Caesar Augustus?





RES GESTAE

Bonus #1: While his soul may have divinely ascended to Mt. Olympus with 

his son and the other gods, Caesar Augustus’ body lay in his grand mausoleum 

which, with its completely round tumulus mound appearance recalls the burial 

places of what nearby lost civilization?




ETRUSCANS

Bonus #2: What emperor is said to have written a complete history of the 

Etruscan civilization, which unfortunately for us since we know very little 

about them, isn’t extant.






   CLAUDIUS
Toss Up #7:  Crassus from the First Triumvirate met his demise in this country 

at the Battle of Carrhae and Julius Caesar had planned on warring with them, 
but his assassination came just three days before he was to leave. Name this 

country.  








      PARTHIA

Bonus #1: Augustus caused much disappointment when he decided not to try again reclaim these that had been captured by the Parthians.
   MILITARY STANDARDS
Bonus #2:  It was that kind of strategic decision-making that allowed Augustus to create a period of peace never again paralleled in the history of the empire called what?






        PAX AUGUSTANA / PAX ROMANA

Toss Up #8:  These leaders met at Bononia to solidify an agreement that gave 

them absolute power in Rome, even though in just 44 B.C., one of them passed 

the lex Antonia, which abolished the dictatorship.  Name the three men who 

made up the Second Triumvirate.  

           MARC ANTONY, OCTAVIAN(US), MARCUS LEPIDUS

Bonus #1: After which battle did Marc Antony kill himself?

        ACTIUM

Bonus #2: In what year was the Battle of Actium?




 31 BC

Toss Up #9:  Name the man who was consul a record seven times in the 

Republic, tried to prevent a his nephew Julius Caesar from marrying, called his 

soldiers his “Mules”, and was one of the first Romans to march on Rome in 

a bloody civil war against his former lieutenant? 

 
         Gaius MARIUS

Bonus #1: Name the former lieutenant with whom Marius vied for power.








      Lucius Cornelius SULLA

Bonus #2: What important reform to the army allowed Marius to raise many more soldiers and ultimately affected the way Roman leaders gained power for the next three hundred years?

           HE IGNORED THE PROPERTY QUALIFICATION / RECRUITED THE POOR

Toss Up #10: This structure was begun in 65 A.D., soon after a huge fire 
that burned down most of Rome.  It caused the anger of the populace because 

much needed space for housing was taken away from the people by the current 
emperor, Nero.  Name this structure.                        GOLDEN HOUSE/DOMUS AUREA
Bonus #1: There was another huge fire that ravaged the Capitoline and the 

Campus Martius just a year after the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius.  In what year 

was that fire?








           80 A.D.
Bonus #2: What emperor, who also is credited with stopping the First Jewish 

Rebellion, was ruling at the time?






TITUS

THE SCORE AFTER 10 TOSS UP QUESTIONS IS….
Toss Up #11:  What leader, born in 53 A.D. has the distinction of being the 

first foreign born emperor after he succeeded Nerva to the throne?  He has a 

column and a market named after him.
          Marcus Ulpicius Nerva TRAJAN(US)

Bonus #1: In what province was Trajan born?


  HISPANIA / SPAIN
Bonus #2: Who succeeded Trajan after his death?             Publius Aelius HADRIAN(US)
Toss Up #12:  We have already mentioned that the western Roman Empire lasted 

until 476 A.D.  However, the eastern Roman Empire did not fall until when?    1453 A.D.

Bonus #1:  “Roma Nova” was founded in the early fourth century A.D., in 

modern day Turkey, but it is more commonly known by the name of its founder.  
Name this emperor.




                     CONSTANTINE(US I)

Bonus #2: The Eastern Roman Empire is sometimes referred to as the Byzantine 
Empire, which is derived from this former name of Constantinople.
            BYZANTIUM

Toss Up #13:  What woman was the daughter of Scipio Africanus, the wife to 

Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus, and mother to her two “jewels” Tiberius and 

Gaius Gracchus? 





                           CORNELIA
Bonus #1: What office of government did her sons make famous?

      TRIBUNE
Bonus #2: What was the only group of Roman citizens eligible for this public office?  








                       PLEBS / PLEBEIANS 

Toss Up #14:  This man was primarily responsible for Octavian’s victory at the 

battle of Actium and later married his daughter Julia.  Who is this Roman 

equestrian general who acted as Augustus’ right hand man?

            Marcus Vipsanius AGRIPPA

Bonus #1:  One of Agrippa’s most famous accomplishments was this temple to 

“all the gods”, which includes a dome so large that its size wasn’t surpassed 

until the one built in St. Peter’s Basilica.




  PANTHEON

Bonus #2:  Another one of Augustus’ right-hand men, this man is known as 

his literary patron and is responsible for bringing such authors as Vergil and 

Horace to the emperor’s attention.





 MAECENAS
THE SCORE GOING INTO THE FINAL QUESTION IS…
Toss Up #15:  Among the few large-scale defeats in Roman history, this 

slaughter was the worst.  Name the site of this 216 BC battle in which the 

outnumbered Carthaginians drew in and defeated the Roman army led by 

the consuls Lucius Aemilius Paullus and  Gaius Terrentius Varro.

       CANNAE

Bonus #1: Who was the Carthaginian general responsible for this defeat?
   HANNIBAL
Bonus #2: The year before Cannae, Hannibal slaughtered 15,000 Romans and captured just as many in another huge defeat accomplished by ambushing and pinning the Roman army against the shoreline of a lake in northern Italy.  Name that lake.
 TRASIMENE
Tie-Breakers
1. This man was an important Carthaginian leader in the First Punic War and 

the father of the infamous Hannibal. 





  HAMILCAR

2. This emperor was epileptic, thought he was the Roman incarnation of 

Zeus, and threatened to make his horse consul.                 Gaius Drusus Nero CALIGULA 
