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CHAMPIONSHIP FALL 2007

UPPER MYTHOLOGY
     Toss Up 1: What did the Hesperides guard for Hera? (golden apples)

1a. The Hesperides were the daughters of Pleione and which Titan? (Atlas)

1b. Who was sent on a mission to steal the golden apples protected by the Hesperides? (Hercules)
     Toss Up 2: The chimaera was part lion, part serpent, and part what? (goat)
2a. What is the name of the Arcadian shepherd god is depicted as a lecher with a goat’s legs and horns? (Pan)

2b. These half-human followers of Pan are also depicted with the legs and feet of goats. (fauns/satyrs)

     Toss Up 3: Which myth tells the story of a musician who went to Hades to rescue  

                        his dead wife? (Orpheus and Eurydice)



3a. What mistake did Orpheus make while trying to bring his wife 

                         back to life? (he turned around to look at her)



3b. What musical instrument did Orpheus play? (lyre)
     Toss Up 4: Who became angry when Cupid fell in love with the most beautiful 

                       woman in the world? (Venus)



4a. What relationship does Venus have to Cupid? (mother/son)



4b. What does Psyche’s name mean? (Soul)
      Toss Up 5: What is the collective name for the group of goddesses believed to inspire 

                        the creative arts? (Muses)

                        5a. The muses were daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne; what does 

                              Mnemosyne mean? (memory)
5b. Which specific muse was thought to inspire epic poetry? (Calliope)

THE SCORE AFTER 5 TOSS UP QUESTIONS IS…
     Toss Up 6: Which beautiful huntress was chased by Apollo and then transformed into 

                        a tree while trying to escape him? (Daphne)


6a. What type of tree did Daphne become? (laurel)



6b. What English word is now used to denote a person who has made 

                               important literary or military accomplishments? (laureate)
      Toss Up 7: What is the collective name for the mythological personifications of 
      detiny? (Fates)


7a. How many Fates are there? (three)



7b. True or False: The Fates were often depicted with shuttles and thread 

                         as they measured out and eventually cut short the lives of each individual.  

                          (True)
      Toss Up 8:  This couple met and died by a mulberry bush, but they are better known 

              because of the similarities their romance bears to that of Romeo and 

              Juliet.
  (Pyramus / Thisbe)


8a. When their families disapproved of their romance, how did Pyramus 

               and Thisbe manage to communicate? (through a hole in the wall 
              between their homes)


8b. After seeing her bloody cloak, Pyramus assumes that Thisbe has been 
                  murdered by what creature? (a lioness)

Toss Up 9: In a myth which explains the origins of the seasons, who did Hades abduct and carry to the underworld as his wife?  (Persephone/Proserpina)

9a. What fruit did Persephone eat while she was held captive in the underworld? 

(Pomegranate)


9b. True or False: After the abduction, Persephone’s mother, Demeter, was so 
                grieved by her daughter’s absence that no crops were able to grow. (True)
Toss Up 10: What is the name of the Cyclops whom Odysseus blinded on his voyage home from the Trojan war? (Polyphemus)


10a. Which god was known as the father of the Cyclopes? (Poseidon)


10b. After blinding the Cyclops in his cave, how did Odysseus and his men 
                escape from his island? (they tied themselves beneath his sheep)
THE SCORE AFTER 10 TOSS UP QUESTIONS IS…
Toss Up 11: Who was the goddess of discord? (Eris)


11a. Eris is known for starting a beauty contest which eventually resulted in the 
               Trojan War.  Who was the judge of this contest? (Paris)


11b. What was the winner of this contest supposed to receive? (golden apple  

             inscribed with “for the fairest”)

Toss Up 12: Who was the famous son of Anchises?  (Aeneas)


12a. What physical deformity did Anchises have? (he walked with a limp)


12b. After speaking with the Sybil, where did Aeneas go in order to search for his 
                father? (the Underworld)

Toss Up 13: Who was transformed into a stag after angering the goddess Artemis? (Actaeon)

13a. According to Ovid, what crime did Actaeon commit to anger Artemis? (he 
saw her bathing)
13b. How did Actaeon die? (his own hounds tore him to pieces)

Toss Up 14: Who angered Athena by matching her skill in a weaving contest? (Arachne)


14a. What did Arachne do after she angered Athena? (committed suicide/hanged 
             herself)

14b. Into what was Arachne transformed after her death? (a spider)

THE SCORE HEADING INTO THE FINAL QUESTION IS…
Toss Up 15: Achilles’ mother helped make him invulnerable to attack by dipping him into which river? (Styx)


15a. Which famous Trojan warrior did Achilles kill in order to avenge the death 
            of his friend Patroclus? (Hector)


15b. Achilles was killed when he was struck in the heel by what object? (a 
             poisoned arrow)
