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North Gwinnett High School  

High School Course Syllabus


Course Title
Latin III
Term------------Spring 2012
Teacher
Mr. Patrick Yaggy
room #
914
	Email Address
Teacher Web Page
	patrick yaggy@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
www.yaggyslatin.com, www.brainhoney.com

	Student Support

(Help sessions etc.)
	National Latin Honor Society tutoring sessions are available before and after school, Monday and Wednesday in Mr. Yaggy’s room (914).


Course Description 
The student will develop the ability to understand and produce Latin through a realistic use of the language, including the study of vocabulary and grammar, and be introduced to Ancient Roman culture.  The influence of Latin upon English will be emphasized.
Course Curriculum Content
The entire list of Academic, Knowledge and Skills for each of the following curriculum strands in this course can be accessed through the district web address at www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us
	AKS Strands
	Units/Topics

	A. Interpersonal Communication







B. Interpretive Communication
C. Presentational Communication
D. Culture
E. Connections, Comparisons and Communities

	Selections from Ovid’s Metamorphoses and Amores
Latin Composition, Reading Comprehension

Roman Politics and Propaganda, Roman Literature, Roman 

          Poets
Advanced Latin Grammar, Figures of Speech, Rhetorical Devices.



Instructional Materials and Supplies
	Published Materials
	Instructional Supplies

	Love and Transformation: An Ovid Reader 

             by Richard A. LaFleur (Foresman and Wesley)
	Mandatory: 3-ring binder, paper, pens and pencils; $4 for               

          NLE (if not paid already)



Evaluation and Grading
	Assignments
	Grade Weights
	Grading Scale

	Compositions/Responses (20%)
Reading/Participation (10%)
Summative Stage Assessments (35%)
Brainhoney Quizzes (15%)
Performance Exam (10%)
Objective Final Exam (10%)
	Class Assessments
  30%

Summative Assessments
  50%
Final Exam
  20%
	A:
90 and above

B:
80 – 89

C:
74 – 79

D:
70 – 73
F:
69 or below


Other Information
	Expectations for Academic Success
	Additional Requirements/Resources

	1) Participate actively in class 

2) Produce, Read, and Comprehend Latin daily

3) Self-Advocate (tutoring, etc.)
4) Prepare well for assessments and class
5) Employ class website regularly

6) Turn in assigned materials on time
	· Maintain and Keep Confidential Passwords for          Brainhoney 
· Keep binder organized, with each day’s notes and work on a separate piece of paper that is date-stamped
· Earn your Varsity Letter through the NGHS JCL


*The syllabus may be updated as needed throughout the semester.*
Behavior

There are just a few rules to follow in class: Respect the teacher, Respect each other, Respect yourself

Cheating of any kind is not tolerated by myself or the administration at North Gwinnett High School and will be dealt with quickly and severely.  This includes but is not limited to the copying of answers and assignments from others, the use of another’s or prepared answers on assessments, and also allowing someone to cheat using his or her assessment paper.  Note that collaborating on assignments that are intended to be completed individually (i.e., all assignments, unless explicitly stated otherwise) is a breach of the NGHS Code of Academic Integrity.
Daily Quizzes (15%)

Students will complete a series of quizzes through their online accounts on www.brainhoney.com.  Each quiz is based on a 
reading from the textbook.  Each quiz will assess the student’s understanding of the introductory material, reading 
comprehension, and language/figures of speech for each poem we read.  Unless otherwise stated, quizzes are timed 
and may be completed only once.  AT NO POINT MAY STUDENTS COLLABORATE ON A QUIZ (all quizzes 
should be completed individually).
How to earn an “A” every time: 1. Don’t wait until the last minute.  2. Go through all aspects of the relevant exercise in the 
textbook or workbook upon which the quiz is based (so, you are encouraged to collaborate on this preparation).  3. 
Ask questions if you don’t understand.  4. Complete the formative quiz online carefully and without any 
distractions.

The two lowest grades will be dropped at the end of the semester.  This is to account for situations beyond your control.

The first student who finds a mistake that affects the nature of the question and the correct answer earns an automatic 100% 
for that quiz.

All quizzes and their full item banks will be made available for review before the current summative test.


Reading/Participation (10%)

The participation grade is derived from our reading sessions together as a class.  At each session, you will each read in turn and I will assign you a grade of 1-5 based on your preparation and execution of the assigned lines.  I will take volunteers first and then call on students randomly.  

5: completely prepared, mistakes, if any, are minor issues (tense of verb for instance)

4: prepared, but you make several mistakes, including vocabulary; your response is lucid and fluid

3: somewhat prepared, but you are making critical mistakes; your response is labored and unpolished

2: not prepared and there many mistakes, but you roughly have the overall sense

1: totally unprepared; unresponsive

When we read together, you may NOT have a translation written out.  However, it is monumentally important that you keep a compendious list of unknown vocabulary and notes on difficult forms and syntax –you need to buy a ‘mole-skin’ composition book or some other sort of bound composition book.  I also highly suggest that you not write out a translation period; it will be, no matter how much you feel you need it, a crutch and it will also slow you down.  I will explain the best way to use your composition book in class during the first week and I, again, suggest that you follow it to the letter.  Inherent in this is your ability to acquire good note-taking skills both in preparation for and in response to class discussion.  

Prose Compositions and Article Responses (20%)


For each poem we read, students will type a Latin prose summary (12 pt. font, 1.5 spaced) which summarizes the poem in their own original language.  Students may not copy from the poem.  All compositions will be evaluated using the SWELL rubric (familiar to them from past Stage tests and Performance Final Exams).  Every composition will be turned in once and provided feedback before the grade is assessed. 

Students occasionally will also complete an Article Response. Students will generally be given a week to read and type up a response.  Responses will be no longer than one typed, 1.5 spaced page, consisting of two parts.  The first half will be a summary of the author’s argument.  The second half will be an analysis of the argument – most importantly, judging whether the author proved his/her thesis, and secondly, judging the manner by which that was accomplished.  These will be assessed either as 100% (you completed it and gave it some thought), 85% (you didn’t follow directions and/or you did not adequately respond), or 0% (you didn’t turn it in).  Papers may be accepted one day late for a maximum 69%.

How to earn an “A” every time: 1. Do not wait until the last minute and turn in assignments early to avoid technical issues, which will not be excused.  2. For the Prose Summaries, turn in a thorough, final draft for evaluation and correct all mistakes.  Ask questions (email or before/after school) if needed.  3. For the Article Reponses, take notes while you read the article (highlight important information, note weak and strong elements of the argument).
Summative Assessments (35%)


A summative test will be given at the end of each poem.  The test will take the whole class period and will cover the vocabulary, grammatical, translation, and rhetorical devices for each poem.  These tests generally consist of forty-fifty multiple choice questions.
Make-Up Work

If you are absent...

…the day of a summative test: you have FIVE SCHOOL DAYS to make this up for full credit.  After this point, the highest grade you can earn is a 69%.  All make-ups must be scheduled in advance.

…the day before a summative test: you must still take the assessment on the assigned day with the rest of the class.

…the day of a daily quiz and Prose Summary Compositions/Article Responses: you must still complete the daily quiz as assigned and email the composition or article response on time.  
…for several days in a row: email Mr. Yaggy before or during the absence to make arrangements. 

Consult the “Weekly Schedule and Assignments” for the schedule of assignments and assessments.  

Mr. Yaggy will NOT remind you to make up work.  Make-Up work is YOUR responsibility.
Tardies
First Tardy = Warning

Second Tardy = Warning (parent notification)

Third Tardy = 15 minute detention (parent notification)

Fourth Tardy = 30 minute detention (parent notification)

Fifth Tardy = Administrative referral (parent notification)

